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1.  Uniform	  system	  to	  track	  specimens	  for	  loans,	  names	  changes	  

&	  historical	  treatments	  etc.	  

2.  Share	  data	  as	  means	  to	  “access”	  to	  our	  collec6on	  &	  for	  other	  

meta-‐analyses	  (ecological,	  phenological	  studies	  etc.)	  

Goals	  of	  Digi+zing	  IZ	  Fluid	  Collec+on	  at	  AMNH 



-‐  collec+on	  (specimen)	  level	  perspec+ve	  

 
-‐	  	  	  	  data	  collec+on	  level 

Challenges	  of	  Digi+zing	  IZ	  Fluid	  Collec+on	  at	  AMNH 



•  Size	  &	  scope	  of	  collec6on	  (~10	  million	  specimens,	  diverse	  taxa)	  
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•  En6re	  organism	  in	  single	  preserva6on	  type	  
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•  Trade-‐off	  between	  rehousing/triage	  needs	  vs	  digi6za6on	  desire	  
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•  Mul6ple	  exis6ng	  databases/catalogs	  with	  pre-‐exis6ng	  numbers	  

•  Access	  (loans)	  

•  “Personal”	  Excel	  Spreadsheets	  

•  Filemaker	  Pro	  (Molluscs,	  RINMS)	  

•  PHP	  (Arthropod	  Easy	  Capture,	  Type	  Collec6on)	  
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•  Mul6ple	  exis6ng	  databases/catalogs	  with	  pre-‐exis6ng	  numbers	  

•  Choosing	  a	  database	  

•  Does	  it	  fulfill	  most	  goals	  (cataloging	  and	  loans)?	  

•  Are	  everyone’s	  needs	  met	  to	  a	  good	  extent?	  	  

•  Open	  source,	  Proprietary,	  NSF-‐funded?	  

•  Efficient	  (speedy)	  data	  entry?	  
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vial,	  mul6ple	  specimens	  per	  vial,	  jar	  of	  vials;	  social	  insects)	  
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•  Standardizing	  and	  migra6ng	  data	  
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•  IT	  support:	  server	  space,	  soeware	  &	  hardware	  maintenance	  

•  Ins6tu6on-‐wide	  goal?	  May	  limit	  choices	  

•  Part	  of	  support	  staff	  job	  descrip6on	  vs	  completely	  dedicated	  support	  
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Where	  to	  start?	  
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