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• Highest number of 
documented extinctions 
of any major animal 
group since the 1500s

• 40% of all animal 
extinctions



Major threats • Habitat destruction
• Climate change
• Impacts of invasive species



Conservation
1) Accurate and current knowledge of:

• Systematics
• Species distributions (native and non-native)
• Ecological needs

2) Protect both the species and the habitats



'Ōlelo No’eau
Hawaiian proverbs or poetical sayings

ʻaʻohe ʻike pau i ka hālau
hoʻokahi

One can learn from many sources
All knowledge is not taught in the same school





Objectives
• Taxonomic authority 

file
• Enhance specimen 

records 
• Conservation 

resources
• Alleviate taxonomic 

impediment



Year 1
In Memoriam

Jim McCarthy 1944-2019



Taxonomic Authority file
• In development

• 4,178 species (w/ references to original 
descriptions)



Specimen records

• 76,452 records 
enhanced

• 513,625 entries from 
field notebooks and 
ledgers

D. Thaanum
field notebook 
MCZ 190674



Cool 
Stories

Y. Kondo field notebook (1949)

A juvenile sooty tern 
[noddy] on which were 
Succinea and Elasmias.



Cool 
Discoveries

New record of non-native snail, 
Beckianum beckianum
(Mangaia, Cook Islands)

Tom Iliffe’s field notebooks 








