
Tracking the Art 
How to use Digitization to Record Artistic Use 

of a Vertebrate Museum

Elizabeth Wommack
University of Wyoming Museum of Vertebrates

Bailey Russel
University of Wyoming

Photograph
by Bailey Russel



The University of Wyoming Museum of Vertebrates (UWYMV)

Wilbur C. Knight

Chas W. Gilmore

Ernest P. Walker



The UWYMV

Berry Biodiversity Conservation Center



The UWYMV

o 3173 bird specimens (skins, skeletons, eggs, and nests)

o 6531 mammal specimens (skins, pelts, and skeletons)

o 706 herp specimens (alcohols)

o 3064 fish specimens (alcohols)



Use of the Collections

• Loans

• Genetic

• Whole specimens

• School and class visits

• Visiting Researchers

• What type and areas of research?



• Field Guides

• Scientific Illustration

• Creation of displays and 
education pieces

Artists in Natural 
History Collections

Sibley Field Guide
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Draper Natural History Museum
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Artists as researchers

How do you track artistic 
creations from natural 
history museums?

• Loans

• Projects (Arctos)

• Digitization of Art
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Benefits to Collection

• Track use of collection

• Show collaborations and 
connections between arts and 
sciences

• Expand use of database to a wider 
audience

• Inspire

Benefits to Artist

• Wider exposure of art to new 
audiences

• Provide a new way for people to 
find and be exposed to the art

• A permanent link through the 
museum database where a digital 
copy of the art can be stored.
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Artists in Natural 
History Collections

After you have inspired and connected 
to artists, make sure to keep the 
communication open. 

• Expand art back into science

Intersections: Approaching Art and Science

By Sara Sirk and Frances Ngo

It Takes All Kinds in Acoustic Communication: A New Perspective on the 
Song Overlapping Phenomenon, by Bartosz Helfer & Tomasz S. Osiejuk

Celestial Rotation: Its Importance in the Development of Migratory 
Orientation, by Stephen T. Emlen
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