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Biodiversity Data Standards: DwC

taxonRank

higherClassification

taxonConceptID
collectionCode

geodeticDatum
specificEpithet

coordinatePosition

collectionCode:  The name, acronym, coden, or initialism identifying the collection 
or data set from which the record was derived. Examples:  "Mammals", 
"Hildebrandt", "eBird". 
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http://rs.tdwg.org/dwc/terms/

Darwin Core





Biodiversity Data Standards: DwC-A
A DwC Archive is a compressed file containing a minimum of three files. 
1. A data file (occurrence.txt) conforming to the SIMPLEDWC in a CSV format where 

the first row includes Darwin Core standard term names.
2. A meta file (meta.xml) in XML format containing technical details to instruct a 

computer in how to use the data file.
3. A meta file (eml.xml) in an XML format containing explanatory details about the 

records contained within the data file to instruct a user if the data will be fit for 
their use.

DwC Archives are becoming the preferred method for sharing biodiversity occurrence 
data.

http://rs.tdwg.org/dwc/terms/guides/text/index.htm



New types of dataExtensions



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYbDN2jCCoc
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Biodiversity Data Standards: Simple 
DwC

Flat table

Few restrictions

http://rs.tdwg.org/dwc/terms/simple/index.htm


