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 Our entomology collection’s background

Our old “database” on 
index cards, by family



What is a “small” collection?

 Numbers of specimens?  5,000 – 500,000? 
 Staff? .5 FTE or 1-2 FTE? 

 Self-defined

 Where?  
 Museums, universities, field stations, nature centers,  

government agencies, private individuals



Benefits

 Possible to have a handle on what you have and 
easily locate specimens within the collection

 Feasible to completely digitize
 Need less $ to manage
 Cozier, more approachable 



Goal setting

 What is your collection focus? 
 What do the bugs need –
 What do you want –
 What does your institution want –
 What does your community need –
 What’s the future of this collection? 



Digitization

 Can be overwhelming! 



Acronyms and “in speak”

GUID ICZN

ESA

SCAN

https://www.idigbio.org/wiki/index.php/Category:Glossary
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Digitization

 Can be overwhelming! 
 But small collections have an advantage

 leaner

 There are many options for databasing your 
collection 
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Promoting your Collection

 Advocacy 
 Emphasize your institution’s priorities
 Consider making your own internal newsletter
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Promoting your Collection

 Advocacy 
 Emphasize your institution’s priorities
 Consider making your own internal newsletter

 Learn how to write a press release

 Partnering
 Are there other depts in your inst. with similar goals? 
 Are there other institutions in your area with similar 

objectives?
 Are projects already afoot that you can join to reach 

your objectives? 



Community Partners

 Government agencies – extension offices, mosquito 
abatement agencies, forestry, dept of agriculture, 
health department

 Schools – high school, universities
 Student groups – scouting organizations, 4H, 

summer camps
 Outreach in the community – Libraries, career day 

fairs, community fairs and festivals



Volunteers

 Recruit
 Train – streamline, create written protocols
 Manage & Track – hours are valuable information
 Acknowledge – make sure volunteers know they are 

appreciated and keep track of their information 
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Funding Sources

 Internal institutional funds
 Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)
 State museum, science or educational support
 Private donors



Grant writing

 There are grant writing classes offered at 
universities and libraries

 There are often samples of the grant you’re 
applying for already online

 Find out who in your institution is good at grant 
writing and take them to lunch

 Don’t have to do it on your own – partner to get 
funds



Learning more – tapping into 
knowledge resources

Entomological Collections Network
 Email list: http://ecnweb.org/listserv

SPNHC
 iDigBio
Natural History Collections listserv

 http://mailman.yale.edu/mailman/listinfo/nhcoll-l

Attend conferences

http://mailman.yale.edu/mailman/listinfo/nhcoll-l


Resources

 Entomological Collections Network:  www.ecnweb.org  and on 
Facebook and Twitter

 Collection Advocacy: 
http://www.spnhc.org/media/assets/AMatterOfLifeAndDeath.pdf

 Advocacy: 
http://www.biology.ualberta.ca/uasm/alg/downloads/whywekill
bugs.pdf

 Digitization: https://www.idigbio.org/

 Database programs:  http://specifysoftware.org
http://arctos.database.museum/ http://scan1.acis.ufl.edu/

 Invertnet: https://invertnet.org/

 GBIF: http://www.gbif.org/

http://www.spnhc.org/media/assets/AMatterOfLifeAndDeath.pdf
http://www.spnhc.org/media/assets/AMatterOfLifeAndDeath.pdf
http://www.biology.ualberta.ca/uasm/alg/downloads/whywekillbugs.pdf
https://www.idigbio.org/
http://specifysoftware.org/
http://arctos.database.museum/
http://scan1.acis.ufl.edu/
https://invertnet.org/


Thanks to Gil Nelson,
everyone at idigbio
and everyone in the Entomology 
community for their kind assistance and 
support 
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