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“I’'m just going to

check if we have any

dark data in the
cellar..”

@@ TimoElliott.com



 Promotes growth in taxonomic rev
efforts and citizen science

iDigBio Home Portal Home Search Records Tutorial Publishers Research Tools Feedback

Start Searching Specimen Records  iDigBio Specimen Portal

Press ESC to close auto-complete suggestions.  If you are familiar with our portal's interface, you can start searching Specimen Records.

If this is your first time here, you might consider browsing our tutorial.

Scientific Name Search

Specimen Records by Collection Type

;\‘\

B Other: 44.75 % W Plants: 23.46 %
Fungi: 8.79 %

Media Records by Collection Type

Other: 18.42 % [ Plants: 66.31 %
Fungi: 11.53 %
Arthropods: 3.73 %

0 Fossils: 0.72 % @ Vertebrat .00 %

Highcharts.com Highcharts.com

Our data are based on the Darwin Core and Audubon Core standards.
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Overview
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Rare Species Protection

Floristic Research
Research Species Lists
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Data Management
Specimen Records
Checklist Editor
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News / Events
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Promoting
Bio-Collaboration

Active Symbiota Projects

The following biodiversity projects use the Symbiota Virtual Biota software package to establish
biodiversity portals with specific regional and/or taxonomic scopes. Each portal represents the
community of collaborating researchers that manage the core scientific data. If you are
interested in becoming a data contributor for an already established data portal, contact the
portal administrator for more information on gaining access to their data editing tools. For more
information on what is involved in being a data provider, read the Specimen Integration page.

Quick Index

SEINet

Intermountain Regional Herbarium Network (IRHN)
Consortium of North American Bryophyte Herbaria (CNABH)
Consortium of North American Lichen Herbaria (CNALH)
Mycology Collections Data Portal (MycoPortal)
Consortium of Northeastern Herbaria Portal (CNH)

Madrean Archipelago Biodiversity Assessment Project (MABA)
Cooperative Taxonomic Resource for American Myrtaceae (CoTRAM)
Herbario Virtual Austral Americano (HVAA)

SEINet - Southwest Environmental Information Network

SEINet is a virtual flora that covers the southwestern region of North America with a particular
interest in the desert regions.

Active Projectsd

Data Provi :
Data digitization funding
o Completion and Coordination of Databases of Arizona Vascular Plants at ASU,
ARIZ, and ASC BRC-02374180"




Biggest perceived challenges to getting started

Equipment and (wo)man power Time / money



Biggest perceived challenges to getting started

Good old fashioned fear



No equipment? No money? No problem!
Start by databasing — requires only a computer and excel
Integrate databasing into your coursework as student projects
Recruit retirees / volunteers to database

Consider innovative educational programs in your area....

Sarah Lamb and her inmate students
at Utah’s Daggett County Jail:

an innovative collaboration with USU'’s
Intermountain Herbarium



Options for getting imaging equipment
Beg your Chair/Dean for money..... (Many of us have!)
Talk to your library’s digitization department
Contact larger herbaria in your region for a loaner

Shipping your specimens to a ‘hub’ is also an option

Example of scanning / imaging stations
targeted at libraries that may be useful
for herbarium specimens



Home Uniting
Biocollection
(HUB)

Thematic
Collections
Networks (TCNs)

Partners to
Existing Networks et
(PENS)

10 current TCNs / 3 pending TCNs (incl. SERNEC)
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TCN: it takes a village
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MIDDLE
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* No dedicated budge
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v' Requested all new cabinets for n

v Applied for funding from MTSU Foundation 3 times
(third time is the charm)

v' Recruited two work study students to database collection

v’ Collaborated on NSF proposals (CSBR / ADBC)
and ADBC funding is pending

v" Writing a feature on our collection for the Society of Herbarium
Curators newsletter The Vasculum



« Single curator

« No secure budget (~$300 last year from CoS)

v Heavily reliant on collaborative efforts
v Large Federal Work Study Program

v Five FWS students in 2013-2014

MARSHALL
UNIVERSITY.



