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Goal is to archive and curate data 
collected from our properties and make 
this data discoverable and accessible for 

teaching and research



UM Field Research Properties in Michigan
Biological Station – 4,047 ha
• Sugar Island Preserve – 1,295 ha
School of Natural Resources and Environment
• Saginaw Forest – 32 ha
• Stinchfield Woods – 314 ha
• Newcomb Tract – 100 ha
• St. Pierre Wetland - 53 ha
• Harper Reserve - 152 ha
• Ringwood Preserve - 65 ha
Matthaei Botanical Gardens & Nichols Arboretum
• Matthaei Botanical Gardens - 142 ha
• Nichols Arboretum - 50 ha
• Horner McLauglin Woods - 36 ha
• Mud Lake Bog – 117 ha
E.S. George Reserve - 526 ha

Total
13 Properties
6,929 ha 
17,122 acres



Enterprise GIS Implementation at 
Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum
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Digitizing collections at UMBS 

J. Tallant
@UMBSData



Opportunity Abounds at UMBS
● 100+ years of teaching and research translates into 3170 peer review 

publications and theses, plus 4024 student research papers at ~650 
unique locations

● 161 digitized and published datasets, many others in various states







Specify





Collections digitization





• Ongoing efforts to digitize historic data
• Paper to spreadsheet digitization
• Metadata and curation of digitized data sets
• Collections digitization

• Ongoing efforts to train researchers and 
students
• BYOData workshops
• Data Management 101 workshops
• One on one consulting
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