Pre—jgitization Curation

What to do with the fossils once we get them out of the
ground
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iDigBio Paleontology Digitization Workshop
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Where to begin | e
What will be digitized? ey
Specimens?
Field Notebooks? f {2 upintmtgn

Ledgers and Catalogs? \'\'\‘\‘\'\‘l‘H‘IIIHHHH'!‘I't'l'l'l'!('!’l
| |

e S e e

285 a7
286 57
o

R
R u-..; Jemsey

Y

i
§--53 v
iy v

02 Ml feben.

e ena o sempuis.

5 ”““""J':,P....,,- s

e e
B ananny (Sacabenz) Teexts

--.....,;4....,9-...:.
4 Gy :.4 e
HE Gu

0.¢,Man

s Sapaen |
g TPl small

TEP Castilanl, naaToration )
o 54"-’4
Cact msstoiation of fund J
Meatad st
5. Peasons Aitfst gra. X M

Sun Suith "
Seuy St vn/“ “‘EJ

TRk ek

L QW - o
i YR ey
News . ot satiand,
?-’(,u..’v. ﬂﬁ ‘40“. MM
et
0.6. Nanele ¢




Prioritize! /
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You need a plan. S\ MANUAL 1:

DIGITISATION OF

Does your institution e ANATURAL
_ ~ HISTORY
have any pre COLLECTIONS
determined DATA
digitization policies?
Does your http://tinyurl.com/gbifdigi

institution have any

project management iﬁ |
plan in place? . ’
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NATURAL HISTORY SPECIMEN DIGITIZATION: CHALLENGES AND

CONCERNS
ANA VOLLMAR (FORMERLY 1), JAMES A. MACKLIN (1), LINDA S. FORD (2)



Damage?
If a specimen or object is damaged,
do you route it to conservation or
simply make a note and move
on?
8 Conservation (1) - Display LEx

File Edit Select View Tools Tabs Multimedia Window Help
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]CON.00552: 1570571996 [Moore, B. P.] - YP.021750 ] 1245 EE
28

Conservation §
Number: ICDN.00552 Department: IVertebrate Paleontology 3 A
Purpose: [for treatment il Date Received: |15 May 1996
Received From: I Eﬂ 3 I Date Returmed: |2B Aug 1996
Conservator: IMoore, B.P. @ E.j]
Treatment

MATERIALS: Stone. CONDITION: The fossil is broken in two along an old glue join. There is some minor chipping of the
plaster fill at the edge of the break. TREATMENT: The fossil was joined with Acryloid B-72, an acrylic copolymer. The crack
along the join was filled Polyfix, a cellulose spackle that was toned in with acrylic paint.
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Specimens - Taxonomy
Taxonomic Hierarchies
- Treatise on Invertebrate Paleontology
- Plant Systematics
- Vertebrate Paleontology and Evolution

Plant Systematics VERTEBRATE ' TREAT[SE
A PHYLOGENETIC APPROACH PALEONTOLOGY '
<Fe Riision AND on Invertebrate Paleontology
EVOLUTION

Plus recent papers for
certain taxonomic
groups that have been
significantly updated
since the publication
of these works.

ROBERT L. CARROLL




Specimens - Identifications

Expert determinations?
Trained museum assistant?
Graduate students?

Who enters new taxonomy? How do you keep
spelling errors to a minimum?



Specimens - Numbers?

Institutionally-unique catalog numbers?

Globally Unique Identifier (GUID)?
https://www.idigbio.org/wiki/index.php/Globally Unique IDs %28GUID%29

http://tinyurl.com/persistentidentifier
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Image Naming Conventions

http://tinyurl.com/idigbioimages

Institution-wide
standards
or
division-specific
standards
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