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Fossil Insect Collaborative
 Seven institutions:

 Dena Smith-lead PI

 Two partner institutions:



Fossil Insect Collaborative
Over four years

 Database ~500,000 specimens

 ~77,000 digital images

 Data sharing

 iDigPaleo development

The Plan:

Start Date July 2013



Fossil Insect Collaborative

 Research Goals:

 Examine insect response to environmental 
change in deep time

 Examine evolutionary history of fossil insect 
groups and patterns of diversity in deep time



Fossil Insect Collaborative
Paleo Digitization Workshop -Yale, Fall 2013



Fossil Insect Collaborative
TCN Year 1 Meeting-Yale, Fall 2013



Fossil Insect Collaborative
Over four years

 Database ~500,000 specimens

 ~77,000 digital images

 Data sharing

 iDigPaleo development

 Georeferencing

 Taxonomic authority files

 Metadata standards

The Plan:



Fossil Insect Collaborative

Year 1:  ~94,323 specimens records

 ~10,500 digital images

 Data sharing
 Institutional websearches

 GBIF

 iDigPaleo-beta testing



Fossil Insect Collaborative

Year 1:



Fossil Insect Collaborative

Year 1:

 Paleo imaging 
workshop-
Austin, April 
2014



Fossil Insect Collaborative

Year 1:

 Specify for Paleo
Collections-
Lawrence, May 
2014



Fossil Insect Collaborative

The Unexpected-Year 1:

 iDigPaleo development moved up

 Over 36,000 specimen records edited

 Equipment delays



 Central portal for sharing Fossil Insect TCN data

 Aggregate and send data to iDigBio

 Education and outreach tools

 Potential to incorporate future Paleo TCNs











Fossil Insect Collaborative

Outreach:
 Yale



Fossil Insect Collaborative

 Future Plans:
 Amber prep workshop

 February 2015- AMNH

 iDigPaleo:
 Assimilate more data

 Launch and test with Evolutions at Yale

Resistance is futile.


