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● collection manager
● basic IT support
● well-curated collection
● taxonomic inventory

○ static, outdated CF database
○ no specimens digitized
○ no specimens imaged
○ "off the grid"



Goals of DBI-0847924:

1. Expand the storage capacity
2. Upgrade cabinets and other storage infrastructure
3. Enhance community presence (both professional and 

non-expert)
4. Digitize dried specimens, especially:

a. Coccinellidae
b. Anthophila
c. other interesting taxa



North Carolina Insect of the Week
http://blog.insectmuseum.org/?tag=nc-insect-of-the-week
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Goals of DBI-0847924:

1. Expand the storage capacity
2. Upgrade cabinets and other storage infrastructure
3. Enhance community presence (both professional and 

non-expert)
4. Digitize dried specimens, especially:

a. Coccinellidae
b. Anthophila
c. other interesting taxa

5. Provide online database, updated in real time
6. Share data with GBIF 
7. "Digitize" all pinned specimens via whole-drawer 

images
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http://specimens.insectmuseum.org/
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link

http://specimens.insectmuseum.org/public/specimen/search_by_taxon_name?search%5Btaxon_name_id%5D=12742
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link

http://specimens.insectmuseum.org/public/specimen/show/14084
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What about images of individual specimens?



North Carolina Insect of the Week
http://blog.insectmuseum.org/?tag=nc-insect-of-the-week

species pages shared with EOL
(example)
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http://bit.ly/ZooKeys
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2,661 GigaPans
>800,000 specimens
>350,000 views
~100 views per drawer
<$2,000 equipment
$7000 labor









What's different at the Frost Entomological Museum? 

What would we do differently, given our experiences at NCSU?



What's different at the Frost Entomological Museum? 

What would we do differently, given our experiences at NCSU?

● basic IT support
● well-curated collection
● Friends of the Frost!

○ no collection manager ... yet
○ no database (old Specify)
○ no taxonomic inventory (at least to 

sp. level)
○ no specimens digitized
○ no specimens imaged
○ "off the radar"
○ must address infrastructure issues

The situation:



● Outsource! (no server, so work with Species File, 
no label printer)

● Digitize Odonata!
● Whole drawer scanning? Not yet.



Figs. 1 and 4 from Schmidt et al. 2012, doi: 
10.3897/zookeys.209.3115
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Fig. 3 from Blagoderov et al. 2012, doi: 
10.3897/zookeys.209.3178

Fig. 6 from Mantle et al. 2012, doi: 
10.3897/zookeys.209.3169
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visit this talk from ICE 2012 in Daegu:
http://bit.ly/CampbellDeansICE2012
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