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Why digitize?
Estimates	suggest	500	million	and	1	billion
biological	and	paleobiological	specimens	
in	the	United	States	and	potentially
3-4	billion	worldwide.
Many	are	digitized,	but	most	are	not.

A	huge	untapped	source	of	information!
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• iDigBio	is	the	coordinating	center	for	the	
national	effort	to	digitize	non-federal	U.S.	
natural	history	collections
– NSF’s	Advancing	Digitization	of	
Biodiversity	Collections	(ADBC)	
program
• 10-year,	$100	million	national	effort

– Network	of	institutions	organized	by	
theme	to	focus	research,	drive	
digitization	efforts,	and	build	
community
• Thematic	Collection	Networks	
(TCNs)

• Partners	to	Existing	Networks	
(PENs)

“To	advance	scientific	
knowledge	by	improving	access	

to	digitized	information	in	
vouchered	scientific	collections	

across	the	U.S.”

What is iDigBio?
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What does iDigBio do?
1. Facilitate	digitization	of	biodiversity	collections	data

– Standards	&	workflows
– Workforce	education	&	training

2. Provide	access to	and	discoverability of	
biodiversity	data	in	a	cloud	computing
environment

3. Facilitate	use	of	biodiversity	data	to	
address	key	research,	environmental,
educational,	and	economic	challenges

4. Envision	the	long-term	sustainability
of	the	national	digitization	effort
– Expand	participation
– Proliferate	&	broaden	uses	of	biodiversity	data
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Digitization
Workflows
Protocols
Task	Clusters
Dissemination

Research	Use
Tool	collaboration
Portal	development
ENM workshop
Research	Spotlight

Training
Biodiversity	data	skills	
Data	literacy
Collections	software
Imaging
Project	Management

Education	Outreach
Citizen	Science
K-12	materials
Undergraduate
Fossil	Clubs
Mentor	teachers

106,000,000+
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Collaboration is the key!
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ADBC National Digitization Network

Vertebrates,	
invertebrates,	

plants,	fossils,	fungi,	
tissues,	sounds,	
videos,	2D,	3D,	… iDigBio	Portal	has	

1,669	recordsets
containing	106M	
records	for	≈318M	
specimens	with	
22M	associated	
media	records

621	participating	collections	in	315	institutions	(18	TCNs	+	17	PENs)
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Flexible search across all data, indexed fields, media, 
geolocation, map boundary, auto-completion, synonyms, ...
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View search results as list, labels, or media
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Specimen record pages with summary, details, flags, 
associated media, georeference, provider, …
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Continual focus on quality/improvement, standards, 
discoverability, attribution, metrics, depth/breadth, …
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List of Data Publishers and List of U.S. Collections
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Where are iDigBio & ADBC headed?
• Digitized	data	from	ALL vouchered	
biodiversity	collections

• Improve	data access	&	discoverability
• Highlight/promote/facilitate	broad	&
diverse	uses	of	biodiversity	data

• Promote/improve	data	quality	&	standards
• Develop	sustainability strategies
• Facilitate	public	participation in	digitization
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We want to engage with you!
• iDigBio	provides	access	to	data	with	the	
means	to	answer	research	questions

• Many	opportunities	for	collaboration	and	
potential	funding:
– Public	participation in	digitization

• e.g.,	host	a	WeDigBio event,	host	a	DwC hour

– Research using	the	data	already	in	the	portal
• e.g.,	niche	modeling,	conservation,	etc.

– Data	mining the	portal	for	new	discoveries
• e.g.,	extract	measurements/characteristics	from	
images	or	3D	models

– Gathering	all	of	the	“dark	data”
• e.g.,	proposals	for	TCN,	PEN,	CSBR,	IMLS,	etc.

– Enhancing and	enriching the	data
• e.g.,	data	linking,	field	notes,	etc.
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WeDigBio.org

Contact:
Libby	Ellwood:	ellwoodlibby@gmail.com
Austin	Mast:	amast@bio.fsu.edu
Kevin	Love:	kevinlove@ufl.edu
Deb	Paul:	dpaul@fsu.edu

GOALS
• Increase	the	rate	of	digitization	of	
biodiversity	collections

• Raise	the	profile	of	collections	and	their	
significance	in	science,	society,	and	
education

• Build	our	global	biodiversity	community

Worldwide	Engagement	for	Digitizing	
Biocollections	A	4-day	event	that	engages	

participants	online	and	onsite	in	digitizing	natural	
history	collections

Join	us	19-22	October	for	WeDigBio	2017!	
Sign	up	at	wedigbio.org !

Remember
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idigbio.org/wiki

facebook.com/iDigBio

twitter.com/iDigBio

vimeo.com/iDigBio

idigbio.org/rss-feed.xml

idigbio.org/events-calendar/export.ics

Get	involved!


