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• Open source, data management software that provides shared tools to the 
collections community to facilitate research (e.g., checklists)

• Institutions retain their identity and control of data. Collections can either provide 
a snapshot of a resident database or enter/manage direct within Symbiota

• Data is arranged in projects or themes
• Parallels the Thematic Collections Networks (TCNs) in NSF’s ADBC program



InvertEBase Data Portal
The TCN “InvertEBase” is a 4-year collaborative effort to digitize specimen records from ten arthropod and 
mollusk collections housed at six major US museums in six states, three of them ranking among the top 10 
collections in the world.
http://invertebase.org/portal/index.php

How to search & manage data



Selecting only the DMNH collection:
• Search for “Philippines” – 0 results
• Search for “Republic of the Philippines – 476 results

Selecting all collections:
• Search for “Philippines” – 42,951 results
• Search for “Republic of the Philippines – 476 results

Symbiota is a shared database so issues of data standardization are key

Problem:

Solution:
• Using wildcards will strain the very large database;
• Symbiota will create a thesaurus that will cross link these two 

“different” search terms



Questions?  Contact:

Symbiota
Ed Gilbert   egbot@asu.edu

InvertEBase
Petra Sierwald  psierwald@fieldmuseum.org
Liz Shea eshea@delmnh.org

iDigBio
Joanna McCaffrey jmccaffrey@flmnh.ufl.edu

Thanks!


