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Overview

e Where it all started ™\
e Finding the ideal location

® Dedicated people who
share the vision

¢ Animals, exhibits, and
entertainment

.

® Visitors /

Overcoming
obstacles
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President and
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U.S. Custom House

Started construction in 1848
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Biomass

Biomass is the total weight of living organisms
of one or more species in a defined area at a

particular time. Insects may be tiny, but together,
their biomass is staggering. In Brazils Amazon
rainforest, for example, ants alone weigh four times
as much as all the birds, reptiles, amphibians and

mammals combined. Worldwide, insects outweigh
humans 50 to 1!

Combining biomass with biodiversity gives a more
complete environmental picture: insects lead the
world in both biodiversity and biomass.

Zero-based Accounting?

The total number of individual insects on
Earth is estimated at one quintillion, or
1,000,000,000,000,000,000!




A World Based on Bugs
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Losing Diversity
Scientists rn that Earth
the greatest biodiversity loss since dino-
saurs went ex t. V ire was
to blame in prehistoric times, habitat
loss caused by human
reason for todays decline. Ut
checked, it can force the extin
of species that give us every-
thing from food to medici
not to mention th
millions of undiscov
species whose potentia
help us is still unknc
In this context. bio-
diversity loss becomes
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‘ Fie are not pl(ky eaterS! Theyl eat
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Divine
Desi Zn: Bcctles

Bothered by the thought of crawling b

Shift your focus to their amazing forms, anc

quickly learn to appreciate thes

se wonderful bugs

Beetles

sensat

embody all the principles

ional colc

lor, striking patterns and stron

of great design
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functionality blended with artistic flair!
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The visitors

¢175,00 - 200,000 (annually)
o] ocals

o’['ourists
eOn foot
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Questions




