
Access database developed in 1999 in-house to 

manage an estimated 25 million specimens in the 

Division of Invertebrate Zoology (insects, terrestrial 

arthropods, marine invertebrates)
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• 4 separate databases to handle:

• Loans from AMNH

• Loans to AMNH

• Accessions

• Visitors and visitor days
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• Each database is “linked” to Curator-in-Charge 

(CIC) of group

• Tables within databases not shared across CIC 

(11 x 4)

• Tables across databases not shared

• Databases point to (“aggregate in”) a 

“divisional” database
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Access Database: Loan Management System



• Benefits: 

• Track loans, shipments, costs, specimen 

condition

• Fill-out 3-177s, send emails, print shipping 

request, print loan forms, set loan-due 

reminder, automatic summation

• Limitations

• Data entry cumbersome

• Search capability limited

• Easy to make an error

• Not a specimen database

• Taxon names at different levels not linked
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Access Database: Loan Management System
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Access Database: Loan Management System - Reports
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Access Database: Accession Management System



Arthropod Easy Capture Database – specimen record database (bugs, spiders, wasp nests)
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File-Maker Pro (RINMS) –
specimen record database
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Moving to EMu!
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