
 
 

 
FN2D2I—New Specimen Workflow: Field notes to data to image 
 

This workflow is designed for actively growing collections in which new specimens are regularly added. Collectors, especially in 
herbaria, typically keystroke label data from field notes, store the label with the specimen, and queue the specimen for mounting. 
Following mounting, the specimen is treated as an existing specimen with the data entered into the database by a technician, who re-
keys the data previously keyed by the collector. The workflow proposed here eliminates the second keying of label data by capturing 
label data into the database as the label is prepared, allowing the label to be printed from the database immediately following data 
entry. The workflow assumes a database management system with functionality for printing labels, as well as a strategy that includes 
the application of bar codes to the newly printed label rather than to the specimen sheet.  
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