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 Besides overarching reason of providing 
richer, better quality data there are 3 main 
reasons for digitizing ancillary materials:

 Digitization for new data entry
 Augmentation of existing data
 Checking of data integrity
 Enable other uses/collaboration

• Content

• Primary data
• Secondary data

- associated fauna, environmental data



 Specimen labels

 Field notes

 Ledgers

 Card catalogs – specimen and locality

 Maps

 Images – 35mm slide and digital

 *** sound & video files, accession/loan 
paperwork, publications etc.



 Variable information/content – limited

 Contain exclusively primary content

 Difficult to use due to positioning in jars – curvature 
and position - tank specimens usually do not have 
labels.  Better in non-wet collections

 Used for cataloging and checking of data integrity



 Variable format – bound, loose leaf, journal

 Variable quality/content

 Contain not only primary data but secondary data not 
usually associated with database fields – associated 
and additional fauna, environmental paramaters

 Almost exclusively hand written

 Used for specimen/locality cataloging, augmenting 
existing data and checking of data integrity



 Primary mechanism of cataloging prior to databases

 Almost exclusively hand written

 Limited fields of information

 Used for specimen/locality cataloging and checking of 
data integrity



 Exclusively loose leaf

 Usually standardized content and quality

 Hand written and typed

 Contain exclusively primary data

 Used for cataloging and checking of data integrity



 Either hand drawn or annotated existing maps

 Primarily used for checking of locality data

 Used for cataloging and checking of data integrity



 Primarily used to record original 
coloration/morphological characteristics either in the 
field or from collection specimens.  Also localities

 Digital, 35mm slides and illustrations

 Primarily secondary content

 Variable quality (field images)

 Very limited uses for data entry

 Used for augmenting existing data and

checking of data integrity


