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ST The first curator of this Division was
Hesearch & Callections Fritz Haas, formerly of the
nimals Senckenberg Museum in Frankfurt,

Culture

Germany. Haas (1938 - 1969) and his
successor Alan Solem (1957 - 1990)
built massive mollusk collections,
particularly strong in unionid bivalves
and terrestrial snails, reflecting their
respective research interests.
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Spesial Projects Current curators Rudiger Bieler (1990 -
) and Janet Voight (1990 -) focus their
research and collection-building on
marine molluscan groups. The varied

The collections currently exceeds 340,000 catalogued lots {= specimen series) with continuing growth. curatorial resea rCh intereStS, the

Research and collecting traditionally focused on the phylum Mollusca with more than 328,000 cataloged co I I eCti n 8 effO rts Of p ast an d p resent

lots. Non-mollusk invertebrates are represented by ca. 14,500 cataloged lots with the Arthropoda {ca. 50%), co I I ectlo ns an age rs (e g J o) h n
m I S
Annelida (20 %), Echinodermata (8 %), Cnidaria (7%} and Porifera (5 %) best representad.
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Slapcinsky and Jochen Gerber), and
acquisitions of private collections and
"orphan collections" from other

. . institutions have built FMNH’s
Jochen Gerber Martin Pryzdia invertebrate collections over the past

+ Kalina Griffin-Jakymec century.
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Mobilizing mollusks: Status update on mollusk collections in the U.S.A. and Canada
Petra Sierwald', Riidiger Bieler’, Elizabeth K. Shea?, and Gary Rosenberg’
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*Delaware Museum of Natural History, 4840 Kennett Pike, Wilmington, Delaware 19807, U.S.A.

*Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, Drexel University, 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103,
U.5.A.

Abstract: In 2017, a minimum of 8.5 million mollusk lots representing some 100 million specimens were held by 86 natural history collections
in the U.S. (81) and Canada (5). Of these, 6.2 million lots representing 70 million specimens were cataloged (73%), another 2.3 million lots
were considered quality backlog awaiting cataloguing, and 4.5 million lots (53% of the total) had undergone some form of data digitization.
About 1.1 million (25%) of the digitized lots have been georeferenced, albeit with different approaches to accuracy and uncertainty. Fewer
than 25% of collections, mainly larger ones, claim to be fully Darwin Core compliant. There are 35,000 primary type lots and 66,000 secondary
type lots, representing 1.6% of cataloged lots. About 87% of lots are dry and 13% are fluid preserved, with less than 0.3% frozen. The majority
of lots are gastropods (71%) and bivalves (26%). By habitat, 54% of lots are marine, 26% terrestrial, 19% freshwater, and 1% brackish. About
43% of marine and 57% of non-marine holdings are from North America including the Caribbean.
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