
iDigBio is funded by grants from the National Science Foundation [DBI-1115210 (2011-2018), DBI-1547229 (2016-2022), & DBI-2027654 
(2021-2026)]. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation. © 2011-2021 iDigBio

Ongoing iDigBio collaborations and events

Jill Goodwin, Conference Manager
Libby Ellwood, Global Communications Manager

                 October 20, 2021



2

iDigBio Events
• Workshops
• Webinars
• Symposia
• Conferences
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iDigBio Summit
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Digital Data in Biodiversity Research Conference

2017 (Michigan) - 188 participants
2018 (Berkeley) - 241 participants
2019 (Yale) - 197 participants
2020 (Indiana) - 595 participants
2021 (FLMNH) - 439 participants
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Digital Data in Biodiversity Research Conference

Hybrid! June 2022
Field Museum 

Chicago, IL
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Workshop Resources

Website
Newsletter
Wiki
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Interested in starting a workshop? 
Joining a future event? 
Reach out to us!

Jill Goodwin
jgoodwin@floridamuseum.ufl.edu

Thank you!

mailto:jgoodwin@flmnh.ufl.edu
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Digital Biodiversity Data 
Global Alignment and Collaboration

Libby Ellwood, Gil Nelson, José Fortes, Doug Jones

University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida USA
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Parallel initiatives have formed around the 
world (e.g., ALA in Australia, DiSSCo in 
Europe, CRIA in Brazil, NSII in China)

Over time, a global network of siloed data 
infrastructures has developed 
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Representatives met in Copenhagen 
July 2018 following Global Biodiversity 
Informatics Conference 2
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Representatives
met in Leiden
October 2019
at Biodiversity Next
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Representatives
met in Leiden
October 2019
at Biodiversity Next

Now the
Collections Database 

Infrastructures 
Working Group (CDIWG)
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Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF)

• global leader in biodiversity data aggregation and mobilization
• worldwide organization and network with ability to reach developing nations
• supports a talented core of development professionals

Atlas of Living Australia (ALA)
• provides analytical and visualization tools for biodiversity research
• global collaborator and regional repository of biodiversity data mobilization efforts
• supports a talented core of development professionals

Integrated Digitized Biocollections (iDigBio)
• US leader in biodiversity specimen data mobilization and visualization
• expertise in digitization, community development, and workforce training
• supports a talented core of development professionals

Distributed System of Scientific Collections (DiSSCo)
• create a Research Infrastructure for natural science collections, including natural history museums, botanical gardens and collection-holding universities
• unify collections in 119 institutions from 21 European countries
• focus on ensuring that data are FAIR: Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable

Smithsonian NMNH
• unique digitization challenges with collections representing 155 million objects including specimens, volumes and archives
• innovative methods for mass digitization, 3D digitization, and machine learning 
• partnerships that support ongoing activities
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Integrated practices

• Identifier synchronization 
• Data quality integration
• API integration
• Tool development
• Data integration
• Data ingestion alignment
• Collections catalog maintenance
• Citation/attribution protocols
• Workforce training
• Digitization practices

Syllid worm, accessed from iDigBio
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Working towards a 
Network of Networks (NoN)

• Develop social and technological aspects of NoN through
• well-developed bylaws,
• strategic plan and plan for implementation of NoN,
• an implementation timeline to guide NoN execution,
• framework document for operationalizing the NoN,
• a comprehensive sustainability plan
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Ultimate Goal

Collaborative Merging of Services around a Specific Goal

Create a (virtual) single source store for biodiversity data that marshals the 
unique and common strengths of it partners, is replicated globally, and supports 
the views and access choices each partner/portal requires.

Acorn weevil (Curculio occidentis) Snakefly (genus Agulla)
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Digital Extended Specimens

Digital specimens (Europe)
+

Extended specimens (US)
=

Digital Extended Specimens



www.idigbio.org

facebook.com/iDigBio

twitter.com/iDigBio

vimeo.com/idigbio

idigbio.org/rss-feed.xml

webcal://www.idigbio.org/events-calendar/export.ics
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Libby Ellwood
eellwood@floridamuseum.ufl.edu

http://www.facebook.com/iDigBio
https://twitter.com/iDigBio
http://vimeo.com/idigbio
https://www.idigbio.org/rss-feed.xml
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Webinar Series Survey:

https://ufl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1A
pxnO3ZMO7ms2G


