
What is a data aggregator and
what does it do?



What aren’t data aggregators?

• These are databases or collection 
management systems (Excel is not a database)



Publishing and Aggregation: IPT



Data Publication Fallacies (and Truths)

• The Fallacy of Perfection:

Data must be perfect before publication

• The Truth:

Data will never be perfect in every aspect



Data Publication Fallacies (and Truths)

• The Fallacy of Petrification:

Data do not change (or don’t need to be 
changed) once they are in a ledger or a database

• The Truth:

Data are dynamic and often require regular 
curation



Data Publication Fallacies (and Truths)

• The Fallacy of Data Fitness of Use:

Fitness for use of data depends on how and why 
those data were collected

• The Truth:

Fitness for use depends on the questions being 
asked (the value of data is in the eye of the 
beholder)



Challenges for data quality and 
publication

Individual:

Education, Experience, Funding, Support

Institutional:

Inter/Intra-collection community, Mixed technology, 
Legal limitations

Structural:

Interoperability, Related/Derivative Sources


