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Project Aims
Create a spatial database suitable for investigating 
long term effects of climate change  - paleo-
biogeographic studies and paleo-ecological niche 
modeling.

Outreach component: resources for fossil 
identification, classroom/lab worksheets, museum 
displays and activities. 



~546,000 invertebrate fossils
~20,000 localities

8 institutions

3 major time periods/biogeographic regions: 
Ordovician, Pennsylvanian, and Neogene
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UT Austin-NPL PEN progress year two:

• Ordovician

• 2282 records-6700 specimens

• 1132 georeferenced

• Carboniferous

• 14115 records-42000 specimens

• 3630 georeferenced

• Paleogene/Neogene

• 22000 records- 66000 specimens

• 7100 georeferenced

• Quaternary

• 12310 records- 37000 specimens

• 3913 georeferenced

• Images

• 3k attached in Specify

• 10k imaged awaiting 
attachment

• 20k (type & figured) 
attached in 
PaleoCentral.org

• Web

• PaleoCentral.org with 
deep time mapping in 
beta testing



Institutional Database Access

http://collections.biodiversity.ku.edu/KUInvertPaleo/







Orthida



Digital Atlas of Ancient Life

@PaleoDigAtlas





















EVO kiosk – Yale Peabody PEN
• SciCORPS Interpreters 

to draw people in
• Do you want to look 

at/touch some real 
fossils

• Do you know what type 
of fossil animal it is?

• Ordovician assemblage



Hystriculina 315 Ma – 290 Ma

UTIG Plate Model, 
PaleoWeb for ArcMap, 
The Rothwell Group, L.P.
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