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Mission

“To promote and expand the role of herbaria in 
botanical research, teaching, and service to the 
community at large, to provide a forum for 
discussion and action on all issues confronting 
herbaria, and to extend its efforts and interject 
its influence toward the protection and 
preservation of endangered herbaria.”



Brief history of SHC

• 2001 Association of Southeastern Biologists 
symposium “Future of herbaria in the southeast 
[US]”

• 2002 Herbarium Committee formed within ASB to 
advocate for threatened herbaria.

• 2005 Incorporated as SHC.



• 2006 2X/yr newsletter
-news from EB
-featured herbarium
-news from members

• 2012 Participation in national Botany meetings 
• 2013 Student research grants program

• 2014 First chapter of SHC is constituted



Facebook
Twitter
LinkedIn

www.herbariumcurators.org



2015, ten years after its incorporation:

The Society of Herbarium Curators (501c3) is an 
international organization open to everyone for 
discussion, action and support of herbaria. The 
SHC mission is to unite herbaria across the 
nation and around the world.



Don’t other societies have a similar mission?

• Yes, more narrowly and more broadly.

• This is a good thing.

• We need more conversations, more voices, more

people valuing herbaria for fundamental research & 
education, more new ideas to push science forward, 
more ways of saving neglected herbaria.



Case example: A view from Virginia

Hot Spots of Biotic Rarity and Richness : Precious Heritage (2000) © TNC, NatureServe



More than half of VA herbaria are uncurated
13 not curated; *some large, most small
9 curated by plant systematists, no teaching release time
1 full-time curator, 1 half-time curator

GLEN & VSUH: discarded

*

*
*



In Virginia, inflation-adjusted state appropriations for
higher education have declined 30% since 2001a.

a Mulhern et al. (2015) The effects of rising student costs in higher education: evidence from public institutions in Virginia. Ithaka S+R.
b Mitchell et al. (2014) States are still funding higher education below pre-recession levels. Center for Budget and Policy Priorities. 

VA about median, 
nationwideb



How is this related to Virginian herbaria?

80% of VA specimens are held in state colleges/universities

About 500,000 herbarium sheets



Privately-held Virginian herbaria are not immune

20% of VA specimens held by private colleges

Sweet Briar College closed 2015
despite $85M endowment
SWBR transferred to LYN in 1993 

a Jones, J. “The endangered liberal arts college” Inside Higher Ed. April 6, 2015.  

In the US, liberal arts colleges are endangered.a
110 have closed since 1994 (212 → 102).

[what has happened to their collections?]



• How they are run
budgetary concerns shift institutional investment
expectations of faculty are rewritten

• How students spend their time
students work more hours to pay increased tuition

• Herbaria are new to each generation of botanists

A poll of ca. 100 biology
undergraduates in my 
Fall 2014 course.

Defunding is changing these institutions



“…the best way out is always through [together]”
-Robert Frost, “A Servant to Servants”

**



a Scientific societies in the 21st century: a membership crisis. Conservation Biology 22: 1087-1089

Schwartz et al (2008)a - benefits of societies

1) Information exchange through meetings, publications
2) Collective representation of shared interests
3) Professional networks and professional recognition

And a new fourth benefit …

4) A form of long term protection insurance for 
[herbarium] collections.



Future of SHC

• 200 members and growing

• Presence at national meetings
(come see us at our booth at Botany2015)

• Student research grants, every year

• Advocacy (e.g., DOI call for comment)
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