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Collaborative Research: The GA-VSC Herbaria 
Collaborative: Phase I of a Statewide Consortium

• April 2011 the Valdosta State University Herbarium 
(VSC) received funding from the National Science 
Foundation (NSF DBI-1054366, R. Carter, PI).

• Major outcomes for VSC
– Digitization of the collection: images linked to db

– General enhancement of the collection

• Major collaborative outcome, in collaboration with 
GA (NSF DBI-DBI 1054329, W.B. Zomlefer, PI, D.E. 
Giannasi, coPI)

– On-line atlas serving data and images (VSC, GA) of Georgia 
plants from UGA



Specific outcomes
• Digitization

– Prepare high-resolution images of herbarium specimens

– Build an associated database from specimen label data

– Contribute VSC images and data to produce on-line atlas of the 
state’s flora, in collaboration with University of Georgia 
Herbarium (GA)

• General enhancement
– 10 new herbarium cabinets

– Replacement of worn door seals in old cabinets

– Replacement of old genus folders with geographically color-
coded archival folders 

– Processing of specimen backlog



Problem

• Only ca. 50% of VSC specimens from Georgia

• On-line atlas would serve only images and 
data from Georgia specimens 

• Half of VSC images and data would not be 
made available 



Problem

• VSC images stored and backed up on storage 
devices, not servers

• Not possible to link VSC db and images locally, 
unless images moved to server 

• VSU IT: Insufficient staffing to manage server 
dedicated to VSC images.



Solution

– Connection with VSU Odum Library 
archivist (Deborah Davis)

– Cooperative effort with the VSU Odum 
Library (Michael Holt) to secure internal 
funding from VSU administration

» VSU Virtual Herbarium
• Dedicated server managed by VSU Odum Library

• Code generously provided by Austin Mast, Director, FSU 
Godfrey Herbarium

• Local presence promotes integrity of VSC and enables 
public on-line access to all holdings, not just Georgia



http://herb.valdosta.edu

http://herb.valdosta.edu/


Table Output



Thumbnails Output



Map Output



SASSY Program

• Internal program administered by the VSU 
Biology Department

• To enable students to earn money to 
participate in VSU Study Abroad Program

• Provided salary for a student assistant to work 
20 hrs per week on the digitization project 
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