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What is Audubon Core?

• Audubon Core Multimedia Resources Metadata schema (“AC schema”, 
or “AC”) – extension of Darwin Core (adopted 2013)

• A set of metadata vocabularies representing biodiversity multimedia 
resources and collections

• Information includes:
– Identifiers

– Attribution

– Agents (creator, publisher)

– Description

– Taxonomy

– Geography

– EXIF data

• http://terms.tdwg.org/wiki/Audubon_Core

http://terms.tdwg.org/wiki/Audubon_Core
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Audubon Core Term List
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What media does it apply to? 

– Images - JPEG, JPEG 2000, PNG

– Video - MP4 (H.264 encoding), MPEG

– Audio - MP3 (MPEG-1 or MPEG-2 audio), MP4 
(AAC audio)

– 3D models - StereoLithograph (STL, binary), 
Polygon File Format (PLY, binary)

– Documents - Portable Document Format (PDF)
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How is it generated?

• Automatically – if you use

• Audubon Media Description - extension to 
Integrated Publishing Toolkit (IPT) 

• iDigBio’s media ingestion appliance
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iDigBio: data aggregator

Our scope:

• Specimen data

• Media

• Global; all taxa

Why publish and share data with iDigBio?

• Discovery and use

• Data quality, improvement

• Attribution, credit, collection value metrics
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Getting data to iDigBio (in order of preference)

• RSS (Rich Site Summary) feed produced by IPT

• Use 

• DwC-A to                         or 

• CSV or TXT with field names from Darwin 
Core (e.g. dwc:catalogNumber)

• If all else fails…ask for help!
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What are the minimum data fields?

Darwin Core

• recordId

• occurenceID

• scientificName

• eventDate

• recordedBy

• Locality information 

• catalogNumber

• institutionID

• collectionID

• Geological Context fields

Audubon Core

• recordId

• occurenceID of specimen

• URL

• Camera EXIF

• photographer

Metadata

• Institution

• Collection

• Contact & info

• Description

• URL



10

http://ipt.idigbio.org/
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HELP! Desk

• Data Ingestion Guidance: 
https://www.idigbio.org/wiki/index.php/D
ata_Ingestion_Guidance

• For all questions, concerns, comments: 
data@idigbio.org

• Ensure your data has unique identifiers for:

– each specimen

– institution/collection

https://www.idigbio.org/wiki/index.php/Data_Ingestion_Guidance
mailto:data@idigbio.org
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