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INTRODUCTION
With an estimated 1 million catalogued lots and 15 million specimens, the 

NMNH collection of mollusks is the largest and oldest collection in the 

NMNH Department of Invertebrate Zoology and one of the three largest 

collections of its kind in the world. The synoptic collections are global in 

scope and date back to the US Exploring Expedition of 1838-1842. The 

collections have supported the research careers of WH Dall, P Bartsch, 

HA Rehder, RJ Rosewater, JPE Morrison, and others, and hold the 

research collections of these and many other notable malacologists. 

Given the size of the collection and the idiosyncratic curation practices 

that have been applied piecemeal throughout its history, management of 

this national resource presents unique challenges. 
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COLLECTION STRENGTHS
�� 2IILFLDO�UHSRVLWRU\�IRU�DOO�8�6��*RYHUQPHQW�H[SHGLWLRQV�DQG�UHVHDUFK��
�����86�([SORULQJ�([SHGLWLRQ��$OEDWURVV��%ODNH��HWF��%XUHDX�RI�2FHDQ�
�����(QHUJ\�0DQDJHPHQW��006�%2(0���86�$QWDUFWLF�3URJUDP��86$53�
�� 2WKHU�PDMRU�FROOHFWLRQV��$�%LQQH\��:*�%LQQH\��33�&DUSHQWHU��-%�
     Henderson; PM Heude; JG Jeffreys; CJ Maynard, I Lea; REC 

     Stearns; AE Verrill

�� ��������IOXLG�SUHVHUYHG�ORWV
�� a�������SULPDU\�W\SHV��a�������VHFRQGDU\�W\SHV
�� 1RUWK�$WODQWLF��1RUWK�3DFLILF��&RQWLQHQWDO�86�DQG�$QWDUFWLF�DUH�
     particular strengths

�� )ODJVKLS�FROOHFWLRQV��&HULRQLGDH��������ORWV���&HULWKLLGDH�����������
�����&\SUDHLGDH�����������K\GURELRLGV�����������SXOPRQDWH�ODQG�VQDLOV�
����������������3HFWLQLGDH�����������3OHXURFHULGDH����������
�����3OHXURWRPDULLGDH��������XQLRQRLGV���������

CHALLENGES
�� /DUJH�VL]H��GHFUHDVLQJ�VWDIILQJ�OHYHOV��FXUUHQWO\�����FXUDWRULDO�)7(V��
     centralized CM staff w/ 5 federal FTEs), split locations (NHB, MSC)

�� ,GLRV\QFUDWLF�V\VWHPDWLF�DUUDQJHPHQW��XSGDWHG�SLHFHPHDO
�� &XUDWLRQ�VWDWXV�YDULHV�ZLGHO\
�� 2XWGDWHG�ODEHOLQJ��KDQGZULWWHQ�WD[RQRP\�EORFNV��LQGLYLGXDO�ORWV�QRW�
    labeled with current ID

�� 6RPH�H[SHUW�NQRZOHGJH�LQ�PROOXVFDQ�WD[RQRP\�UHTXLUHG�WR�ORFDWH�DQG�
     file specimens

PROGRESS
�� &ROOHFWLRQ�PRYHG�IURP�HDVW�WR�ZHVW�ZLQJ�RI�WKH�101+�>8SGDWHG�
     taxonomic arrangement, decompression, new cabinets]

�� 3ULPDU\�W\SH�LQYHQWRU\�>JHR�UHIHUHQFLQJ��LQYHQWRU\�VKHOI�FKHFN@
�� 3ULPDU\�W\SH�LPDJLQJ��a������SODWHV���FRQWUDFWRUV�YROXQWHHUV�
�� 0ROOXVN�GU\�FROOHFWLRQ�LQYHQWRULHV�>H[HPSODU�VNHOHWRQ�IXOO�LQYHQWRU\�
     (ongoing), including storage location information]

�� 6HFRQGDU\�W\SHV�>LQYHQWRU\�FDWDORJXLQJ��UHSODFH�LQ�JHQHUDO�FROOHFWLRQ@
�� %\QH¶V�DQG�JODVV�GLVHDVH�DEDWHPHQW��RQJRLQJ�
�� )XOOQHVV�VXUYH\�>PRYH�SODQQLQJ@
�� 'LJLWDO�LQYHQWRU\��RQJRLQJ����\HDUV���FRQWUDFWRUV���a��������UHFRUGV�
������a��������RI�WKHVH�DUH�VNHOHWRQ�UHFRUGV�
�� ��������UHFRUGV�JHRUHIHUHQFHG

FUTURE PRIORITIES
�� 6KRUW�WHUP�
������R� &RPSOHWH�LQYHQWRU\��GDWD�FOHDQ�XS��H�J����������GXSOLFDWH�UHFRUGV�
������R� 0RYH�WR�UHQRYDWHG�VSDFH�ZLWK�FRPSDFWRU�VKHOYLQJ��XSGDWH
            taxonomic arrangement, further decompression and expansion

�� ����\HDUV�
      o Update cabinet labels; finding aids, collection maps

      o Update storage locations

      o Fine scale taxonomic rearrangements of species

      o Modernize and standardize labeling of taxa/lots

      o Assess type status; identify/recurate types currently housed in

            general collection (e.g., land snails)

�� &RQWLQXLQJ�QHHGV�
      o Strategy for maintaining inventory/storage location information

      o Continue Byne's and glass disease abatement

      o Curation upgrades

      o Backlog processing

      o Imaging (micro-mollusk types)

      o KE EMu record enhancement (georeferencing, skeleton records 

            and metadata enhancement)
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